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Dear CWL Sisters, 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
As we prepare to meet next month for the 50th Anniversary, of the Military Ordinariate 
Provincial Council, I ask that you take time to say this prayer. It must always be Gods 
will and not our own that we strive for. The hardest thing for a person to do is give 
over their free will.  
 
There are a few items that your council should discuss so you can brief us at 
convention. The first is a resolution that the Military Ordinariate is working on in 
conjunction with National. We will write a resolution on PTSD. Before we can start 
writing a resolution we need to know what we want to ask of the government. This is 
what I ask of each council. Please discuss the subject of PTSD. I would like every 
council to send me, at least but not limited to, a response to what we want the 
government to do about PTSD.      
 

 
    Even Jesus begged his Father in Gethsemane, “if it is possible, let this cup     
pass from me.” We have all prayed this prayer at some point in our lives. But 
then Jesus prayed, “yet, not as I will, but as you will” (Mt 26:39). Now that is 
a prayer that we may not have prayed. But it is one we are called to pray. 

 
   Make that prayer in your life. Ask God, “What do you want me to do?” 
Remember, prayer is central to the Christian experience. Growing in 
character and virtue, learning to hear the voice of God in our lives, and 
walking where he calls us—all require the discipline of prayer. 
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            The second item is the Roméo Dollaire Child Soldier initiative. This is something                       
the Military Ordinariate, National and the Dollaire team have been working on. It has 
not been brought up before now as we had to get approval from the Military that this 
was not political and could be a project for the CWL. This is from the email I received 
from Lori Ward, Director, Fund Development the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers 
Initiative, 
“We have been working with Father Matthew and Col. Chapdelaine in Ottawa on this 
(with the blessing of the Chaplain General) and feel very fortunate to benefit from 
their wisdom and kindness as we shape the plans.” 
There is a web site you can go to, http://www.childsoldiers.org, to learn more about 
this initiative. If you have any questions after you check out this web site please 
contact me. We also have information that was passed out to the Military Ordinariate 
Executive at our last midterm meeting. The collection from the opening mass will go 
to this initiative. 
I wanted to draw your attention to Archbishop Bernardito Auza, Permanent Observer 
of the Holy See to the United Nations remarks to the United Nations Security Council: 

  
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/03/31/holy_see_global_community_must_i
ntervene to protect_youth/1133437 

   
 The issue of child soldiers is drawing more attention and concern and we are thrilled 
 to see the Holy See voice these concerns so concisely and strongly on the UN stage. 

 
 
The ladies in Ottawa have been working very hard in preparation for our convention. 
Please help make their work less by making sure you are sending in your 
registrations and checks in a timely manner. There are costs that they have to pay in 
advance and part of that comes from registration fees.  
 
At convention presidents give a three minute talk. Every council president has sent in 
an annual report. The talk you give at convention is not to be a repeat of your annual 
report. Please choose one thing your council did during the year and expand on that. 
If you have a project you are especially proud of tell us about that.  
 
I look forward to seeing you, and hearing your reports at convention. Until then may 
your hearts be filled with the love of the Lord and you hands prepared to do his work.  
 
Love & Prayers, 
Shelley De-Serres 
Military Ordinariate 
Provincial President 
Catholic Women’s League 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

http://www.childsoldiers.org/
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/03/31/holy_see_global_community_must_intervene%20to%20protect_youth/1133437
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2015/03/31/holy_see_global_community_must_intervene%20to%20protect_youth/1133437

